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XI 

Power Trip 

“The Power, and the Glory, Forever….” 

 

“I find as difficult to understand a scientist who does not 

acknowledge the existence of a superior rationality 

behind the existence of the universe as it is to comprehend 

a theologian who would deny the advance of science.” 

Wernher von Braun 1 

 

 

 

 

A team of scientists set the stage for super-sonic flight and 
Neal Armstrong’s 1969 walk on the face of the moon  

where he took that “one giant leap for mankind.” 

Grc.NASA.gov 
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______________________________________________________ 

Choose your destiny---life by accident from an ancient rock, 

in some “warm little pond,” or life eternal 

from the Rock of Ages. 

______________________________________________________ 

 

A Medieval “Sermon” 

 “Would you like to join me?  I’ve an appointment in town to  

preach a sermon.” 

 The quaint tradition pictures an impromptu invite from Francis, a 

prominent local figure, noted for his commitment to all things good. 

 “Count me in,” responded an admiring friend. 

Humans possess something above and beyond mere physical 

presence. It’s the heart’s power potential, a spiritual quality as 

exemplified in the life of the sainted Francis of Assisi who brightened 

walkways of 12th century Italy.  

 The walk to the Italian village took but a few minutes. No paved 

highways or Ferraris stood by to shorten the journey.  After all, this 

legendary trip took place in the medieval world.  

 En route to Assisi, Francis stopped to help a farmer cut some hay; 

hand a coin to a blind beggar; and offer a boost to a child having 

trouble climbing down from a tree. 

 In town, he spent the rest of the day offering encouraging words 

to the suffering sick in the medieval era “hospital,” casting casual  

nods and smiles in the direction of all villagers he passed on the road, 

and kneeling in prayer at the side of a bereaved widow shedding tears 

at the grave of her husband. 
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 Later, noting the sun dipping on the western horizon, Francis 

commented, “Its time to go.  Let’s start home!” 

Surprised, the friend questioned, “I thought you planned to 

preach a sermon?” 

Francis grinned.  

“That’s what we’ve been doing!  Every smile, every word, every 

helping hand was our sermon!” 

While the event may not have taken place exactly this way, the fact 

remains that Givani Francesco Bernardone had committed his life to 

a living faith, responding to the call of the Creator of the universe. 

Francis of Assisi lived the ultimate power trip---the brand of 

power that changes history.   

Humans, like Francis, are created in the image of God.   

Francis did more than recognize the truth about God; he invited 

the power that created the universe by “the word of the Lord,” to enter 

his heart and to guide his life.  He understood and embraced the 

source of the power that hung the moon.  

Recognition of the reality of the creation miracle doesn’t make 

you a Francis of Assisi anymore than stepping into a garage makes 

you a car.   

Reverent recognition of the Creator as the exclusive source of life 

is one thing!  Realization that humans have been created to reflect 

God’s image and to connect to this power source humbles minds.  

Any person, like Francis, who chooses to walk with God, 

constitutes a majority that overwhelms death’s darkness with the 

eternal light of life.   

He understood the best sermons are lived, not preached.  

“It takes just one solitary light to guide a thousand ships in from the night.” 2 

The Greatest Life Ever Lived 

Francis followed the example of  the greatest life ever lived.  Until 

Christ walked the earth in person, the image of the original power 

source blurred, lost in trivia and a cosmic jumble. 
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Jesus arrived with less than auspicious human credentials.  He was 

born in a barn, accused of suspect parentage.  Surrounded by 

poverty, Christ lived in a culture gasping for survival under the brutal 

heel of a ruthless conqueror.  Corruption engulfed the streets of His 

hometown.   

He never had a bank account, owned a home, wrote a book, held 

political office, or commanded a military force.   

He had no degree but taught thousands.  

He lived and taught from the geographic crossroads of world 

commerce.  Without mass media, news of His words and deeds  

traveled with lightning speed.  

Rumors that Jesus of Nazareth worked miracles, attracted 

attention to His ministry.   No media blitz publicized his appearances.  

He didn’t sermonize from the altar of a cathedral or the pulpit in an 

arena seating thousands.   

No microphone boosted the sound of His words.   

Still, thousands followed His footsteps, captivated by a timeless 

message of supreme power. 

When the wedding celebration ran out of wine, He transformed 

water into prime vintage by His word alone.  

Powered by His blessing, five loaves of bread and two fish 

satisfied the hunger of a crowd of 5,000. 

With the curse of incurable leprosy running rampant, news that 

He restored ten lepers to health raised eyebrows.   

Responding to His command, an infirm man “took up his bed and 

walked.”   

Restoring sight to a blind man startled observers who witnessed 

the incredible scene before their own eyes. 

The countryside pondered His wisdom and responded to His 

leadership. Looking for clues to empowerment, hundreds followed 

Him to a natural, outdoor setting on the slope of a hillside.   

He spoke with authority.  
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But to the surprise and chagrin of some who came prepared to 

take up arms against the Roman oppressor, He offered words to 

inspire the spirit instead, blazing a trail to inner peace.  

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God…Ye 

are the light of the world….” 3  

He predicted the “meek” would “inherit the earth.”   

He urged a quest to seek what is right; to love your enemies; to 

forgive up to seven-times-seventy by reconciling with adversaries; 

and to be pure in heart.   

Not only did this formula for personal peace open the door to 

more abundant living, it came with the promise of the means to 

convert to a new and improved life with the gift of a Divine 

Comforter to empower the lives of all who believed.  

Although Christ committed no crime, He died the agonizing death 

of a criminal, an innocent victim of man’s inhumanity to man.  But 

He changed the world. 

 Creation week combined with the birth, death, and resurrection of 

Christ, exemplifies the miraculous power of the Lord God Almighty! 

 Miracles surround earth on a day-by-day basis. The birth of a child 

and the precise, predictable path of the moon adding its nightly glow 

to the planet cannot be duplicated or even fully explained by science. 

 Familiarity doesn’t alter the reality of the every-day miraculous! 

 In the midst of a population overrun by a cruel, military power, 

Christ’s ministry featured miracles.  Witnessing God’s creative power 

in action captured the attention of a subjugated people craving a 

better life.  

 Christ’s miraculous power to bring His friend Lazarus back to life, 

days after death, defied all odds.  This evidence of power over life 

itself underscored His authority to create all things at his command! 

 Human life, “original, unborrowed, underived,”  exists in response to 

the power of the Creator of all things not as an accidental fluke 

starting in some “warm little pond!”    
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Brilliant minds harnessed natural laws to explore space.  
Rocket scientist Wernher von Braun recognized “the existence of a 

superior rationality behind the existence of the universe.”  

Wikepedia 
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In God’s Image 

The human spirit was invested with the power to reason, to 

discriminate between good and evil, and to choose!  While the human 

physical system functions in synchronization, the cohesive whole 

reaches out for a spiritual power that unleashes boundless 

dimensions of reason, communication and creativity.  

The choice amounts to intellectual gymnastics debating abstract 

theories.  It comes down to a perception of “The Big Picture” and 

the truth about God and a life or death choice. 

Created in God’s image, humans are more than an elaborate 

composite of rare physical prowess guided by brilliant minds capable 

of orchestrating music and sending rockets to the moon. Apes, 

chimps and monkeys don’t sing songs, humans do.   

Human physical presence, powered by the mind’s genius, has 

achieved astounding feats of creativity since ancient times. 

China’s Great Wall, Egyptian pyramids, Roman aqueducts, and 

England’s Stonehenge testify to the artistic and engineering skills 

demonstrated by ancient Homo sapiens.     

People write books, travel in space; produce movies; play golf; 

compose melodies, design instruments, orchestrate symphonies of 

sound, build bridges and invent machines as complex as a computer 

and as simple as a mousetrap.   

Works of art from the hearts and souls of Rembrandt, John Singer 

Sargant and Winslow Homer didn’t appear on canvass as a result of a 

chimp swishing a brush dipped in a rainbow of oils. 

The likes of Leonardo DaVinci, Albert Einstein, and Galileo 

Galilei were born with mental acuity capable of sorting out heavy 

doses of information powering rare levels of creative genius.   

The phenomenal human brain possesses capacity for prodigious 

memory feats!   

Whether myth or hyperbole, tradition reports Pliny the Elder, a 

Roman scholar, authored Natural History, a literary work suggesting 
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Cyrus the Great, the Achaemenian King of Persia, “knew the names of 

all the men in his army.” Allegedly, Lucius Scipio was familiar with “the 

names of all the people of Rome” and “Mithridates of Pontus knew the languages 

of all the twenty-two peoples in his domains.” 4 

Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, is reputed to have 

memorized the entire Bible in three months.  A blindfolded chess-

master, George Koltanowski, played 56 matches simultaneously in a 

nine-hour marathon, winning fifty games while tying the other six. 4 

And then there’s the occasional genius that astounds other high 

IQ elites.   

Consider Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart who walked the earth for a 

brief 35-years, composing volumes of musical scores that continue to 

enchant concert aficionados. 

A six-year-old Mozart made his first public musical virtuoso 

appearance in Linz.  At ten, he performed a symphony of his own in 

Amsterdam.   

In April, 1770, Amadeus visited Rome’s Sistine Chapel where he 

listened to Allegri’s Miserere.  The Vatican reserved the complex 

musical for private concerts presented to honored guests. The 14-

year-old genius listened intently and later accessed his incredible 

memory to reproduce the entire score in flawless detail. 

Creative power, harnessed by human intellect, sent rockets to the 

moon and placed the Hubble telescope in space.   

It’s a weird paradox to assert human intelligence derives its 

reasoning power from some unknown, unintelligent source!   

Human brain power from inert matter? An inanimate rock? 

To assert human creative capacity originated from a non-creative, 

“inferior” source ignores “rationality.”  When it comes to power to 

hang the moon, mere mortal genius lacks the “superior rationality” 

envisioned by rocket scientist Wernher von Braun as the ultimate 

power “behind the existence of the universe.”  1   
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The power source for gravity, magnetism, electricity and human 

thought rests with that “superior rationality.”   

Reasoning that examines and evaluates all evidence objectively, 

anchors and inspires both science and religion.  The two disciplines 

flourish in an open, honest quest for truth.  Despite contrary myth, 

true science and true religion are not mutually exclusive.   

Rational faith binds science and religion in an inextricably 

commingled package. True religion is more than theological theory 

and high-flying rhetoric that floats in clouds.  It functions as a core 

component of “The Big Picture.”  

 

 

 

Belief in God, the Creator of life, is central to the understanding 

of life’s origin, purpose and ultimate destination.  True science bows 

to its Author.  

Science is fact!  The Creator of the universe is its Author! 

The Truth About God 

The Bible speaks of a spiritual war confronting good v. evil. More 

than a best-seller offering quaint phrases, dramatic stories with a 

moral and glimpses of historical events, the Bible offers the wisdom 

of the ages.   

Old and New Testaments together, inspire a purposeful and 

abundant life, accessible to all people. 

The “Big Picture” looks beyond a rhetorical discussion as to the 

origin of human life.   

It projects a glimpse of a time when pride and jealousy infected 

the hearts of created beings who shattered heaven’s perfect peace by 

rebelling against the just, infinite, all loving, all powerful God.   

“And there was war in heaven.  Michael and His angels fought against the 

dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back.  But he was not strong 

enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 
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“The great dragon was hurled down – that ancient serpent called the devil or 

Satan, who leads the whole world astray.  He was hurled to the earth and 

hisangels with him.” 5   

 The cavalcade of truth marches on with the literal creation week; 

the free moral agency of humans;  and the intrusion of the evil virus 

on Planet Earth, corrupting universal perfection!   

The drama continues with the promised second chance; the global 

flood, and ultimately to the miraculous birth, ministry, death and 

resurrection of Christ, God’s only Son, followed by His promised 

return and the reward of life eternal to all, who by faith, accept His 

promises.  

Despite eviction from Garden of Eden perfection and the global 

deluge that buried pagan domains in sedimentary layers, the twin 

viruses of pride and jealousy continued to infect unresponsive hearts.   

 Endowed with God’s gift of free choice, intelligence and the 

ability to reason, each person possesses the talents and the skills to 

achieve all things good.  If all people lived steadfastly committed to 

that gift, there would be no need for armies, police, or prisons.   

Paul warned first century Christians that “the man of 

lawlessness…opposes and exalts himself over everything that is called God or is 

worshiped, and even set himself up…proclaiming himself to be God.” 6 

Just as Adam and Eve fell for the lies of the arch deceiver, 

sophisticated human minds and religions with a “form of Godliness” can 

be seduced by “the secret power of the lawless one… already at work” and of 

the “powerful delusion” that advances “the work of Satan displayed in all 

kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs, and wonders and every sort of evil that 

deceives.”  6   

The ultimate end-time deception is the appearance of Satan 

“proclaiming himself to be God,” impersonating the Creator and 

counterfeiting Christ’s return to earth.  A dazzling figure, speaking 

soft platitudes, and seen world-wide on television will deceive all but 
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the most astute who believe, “He is coming with clouds and every eye will see 

him.” 7 

 

The greatest all-time con artist deceived Adam and Eve by 

promising exceptional knowledge.  The spiritual picture during the 

end time completes the evil delusion by overwhelming human senses. 

The evil v. good drama reaches a showdown moment when Christ 

returns to earth to award eternal life to all believers, to destroy evil 

for all time, and to make all things new! 

“This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 

in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 8  

Either the entire Bible is the Word of God or it is not!    

If the Old and New Testaments are true, the miracle of a literal, 

seven-day creation week is real; as is the story of the plan of salvation 

inextricably linked to the birth, death, resurrection and promised 

return of Christ to make all things new.  

The Dark Side---A Jaundiced View 

Good and evil exist side-by-side in the minds and hearts of the 

human race---usually conflicting within the same person.  

Unrestrained, malignant pride can build into a contagion that 

harbors simmering hatreds and self-centered commitments to evil. 

Craving the pomp, circumstance and trappings of power, minds 

mired in mundane mediocrity, may worship at the feet of false gods 

just as Adam and Eve bought the serpent’s line that tasting the 

forbidden fruit would open their eyes to the “wisdom” of a god. 

Every plan without God at the core of the equation, suffers from 

terminal limitations as to its scope and its longevity. Regardless of the 

route, all who choose to worship at the feet of illusory gods devised 

by human intellect, inevitably arrive at the same dead-end destination.  

Evolution helps blaze that trail to nowhere. However seductive 

the trappings, surrendering to the god of evolution is just another 

route to eventual death   
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Wars inflict death and destruction indiscriminately.   
God alone has the power to create original life  

and to recreate human hearts. 

Warren L. Johns 

Warren L. Johns 
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The power mirage can deceive the best and the brightest.  

There is reason to believe bully behavior delivers stress levels that 

degrade the immune system inducing an array of destructive heart 

and circulatory symptoms leading to disease.  

Conversely, unselfish care givers, concerned for the health and 

well-being of others while exhibiting low levels of aggression, tend to 

find peace of mind and longer life expectancies. 9  

When human ego succumbs to pride’s seductive intoxication and 

evil infects the soul, the golden rule is tarnished and overwhelmed by 

unconscionable greed that tramples property rights and degrades 

human life.  

Evil’s malicious arrogance, once rooted and flourishing, destroys!  

In a fit of jealous rage, an angry Cain murdered his brother Abel.  

Before committing suicide, Adolph Hitler’s blood lust snuffed out 

millions of lives with abandon. Twenty-first century merchants of 

hate misrepresenting themselves as God’s agents, exemplify criminal 

cowardice by indiscriminately killing human beings they’ve never met.   

Malignant power writes a shameful obituary of death on demand. 

This pitiful perception of human life presented in the context of 

“naturalistic evolution,” reads 180° from the elevated definition of 

“unalienable” rights highlighting the 1776 Declaration of Independence that 

“All men are created equal and are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable rights.” 10 

Less than a century later after visionaries erected this classic 

monument to human dignity, Charles Robert Darwin issued a 

declaration of his own, denying racial and women’s equality.  

From Darwin’s cloistered niche of wealth and privilege, while 

lacking the first clue as to the how, where and when life first 

originated, he denied humans were created by an act of God, 

described women as lacking the intellectual qualities vested in men; 

deplored vaccination as preserving the less fit; looked down his nose 

on laboring men; and viewed so-called “savage” races as inferior. 
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In a 1998 Darwin Day keynote address, one Darwinist alleged, 

“No gods worth having exist;; No life after death exists; No ultimate foundation 

for ethics exists; No ultimate meaning in life exists; Human free will is 

nonexistent.” 11  

A sobering look at distorted mischaracterizations of the Creator 

plaguing the culture of Darwin’s era, may help explain his cynical take 

on life.  Europe’s religious history had been less than inspiring.  

So-called caretakers of faith displayed a “form of godliness” that 

defamed and misrepresented the Creator.   

The power to create the universe and life on planet earth 

overwhelms finite minds.  In a quest to comprehend the 

incomprehensible, superstition often invades human thought causing  

fear-driven worship of the unspeakable tyranny of pagan gods. 

Fat-cat clergy lived in comparative luxury while underprivileged 

citizens scrambled to survive.  Crusades, marching under religion’s 

banner, drained wealth and destroyed lives in God’s name.   

  The scientific visionary, Galileo, lived under house arrest for 

disputing church tradition.   

His crime?  Suggesting, correctly, the earth orbited the sun!   

Less fortunate dissenters faced torture on racks that slowly 

disarticulated their bones while forcing “confessions” to “save” their  

souls.   

Heretics refusing to recant faced being burned alive at the stake. 

Religious tyranny, furious at John Wycliffe for having translated 

the Bible into the English language to be accessible for all to read, 

exhumed his body and burned his bones. 

This form of institutionalized religion, backed and subsidized by 

the state’s secular power,  risks degeneration to meaningless rhetoric 

and ritual. In the process, the God of the Bible was being defamed by 

humans claiming to be His agents.  When deceived by counterfeit 

faith, human may believe they are rejecting God when in reality they 

are turning their backs on a phony, misrepresentation of God. 
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A religious counterfeit is as fraudulent in its claim to represent 

God as is evolution’s attempt to wrap the mantle of science around 

its surmisings. 

An Either/Or Choice 

Bright minds power through mists of the unknown searching for 

clues to existence.  Competition for research grants; pending 

academic degrees; access to science journals; threats to careers and 

exposure to intellectual isolation dilutes objectivity!   

Moral choice is not without cost!   

Contrasting worldviews offer an either/or choice.  

One postulates evolution’s random chance odds that exhaust 

remote probabilities.   

The other embraces creative design by the Author of science.  

There is nothingness in between but unplanned accident, an 

intellectual no-man’s land bereft of meaningful purpose, present or 

future.  Both options are faith-based.   

The 180ο divide involves more than an exercise in intellectual 

gymnastics.     

The evolution/creation debate reaches beyond intellectual 

sparring over dueling dogmas.  

It’s a life or death matter!    

Evolution’s scenario portrays a cynical psychodrama that begins in 

the slime of some “warm little pond,” and ends in the darkness of 

eternal death.   

A secular “religion,” committed to a random series of accidents to 

explain life’s origin, lacks credibility.  The shallow postulate 

articulates Asimov’s “nothingness.”   

Reliance on mystical convergence of inorganic matter by “natural” 

forces in an attempt to explain the genesis of the first ever cell of 

organic life, worships at the feet of superstition---the antithesis of 

science; a dark religion of the occult!   
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This thin soup recipe for life’s origin lacks the skimpiest 

credentials, instead offering, a starvation diet of unsubstantiated 

myth.  Nor does Darwinian thought contribute to the understanding 

of the origin of evil and its death dividend.   

The miracle of complex life, originating accidentally, is less likely 

than the creation of an encyclopedia of information from an 

explosion in a print shop!   

Evolution’s essence envisions life without intelligent design, a 

jungle menagerie of life forms, mindlessly competing for survival, 

destined for replacement and ending in a forever death.   

If correct, the world’s future is past tense, bleak with the 

prognosis of eternal extinction. Hopelessly obsolete and irrelevant to 

our past, present, or future, evolution radiates toxicity!  

Imagine if evolution represents actuality!  

Here and now, by random chance, gone tomorrow, without a 

trace or any forever future?  

And God doesn’t exist?   

And the nothingness of death, the reward of evil, triumphs? 

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 

ways of death.” 12   

In contrast to evolution’s bleak philosophy, rational faith worships 

a Supreme Being who created man in His own image and personally 

blazed the trail for victory over death while elevating human life to a 

pedestal of purpose with a potential for all things good.     

Biblical faith envisions a Supreme Intelligence beyond mortal 

comprehension, the Author of life as well as true science!  

 “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities---His eternal 

power and divine nature---have been clearly seen, being understood from what has 

been made, so that men are without excuse. 

 “For although they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God nor gave 

thanks to Him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were 

darkened.  Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools…They exchanged 
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the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the 

Creator…” 13  

Finite minds struggle to comprehend and calibrate infinite time 

and space. Concepts of time without beginning or end, and cosmic 

space without boundaries, baffle intellects.  Reality staggers 

imaginations. “…The visible universe contains about 70,000 million-million-

million stars---that’s a 7 followed by 22 zeros.” 14  

Either God exists; or He does not.   

Vaya Con Dios 

“Go with God,” expresses profound spiritual truth straight from the 

elegant phraseology of the Spanish language.    

 The living world displays evidence of God’s power to create life.  

Transformation of an evil life  to good demonstrates that same power 

in action. Personal victory over a life devoted to evil is miraculous! 

Whatever the record of corruption, no human being need feel 

discouraged or beyond the reach of God’s love.  Access to the 

infinite power that created all things is available to everyone---

conditional only on the person’s voluntary free choice expressed in 

the words, “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 

within me.” 15   

God’s followers are invited to rest from physical labor one day 

each week to celebrate both the miracle of creation and the “new 

birth” of the human heart. 

Christ’s resurrection authenticated His promise to award the gift 

of life eternal to all believers.  

The “Good News” message of hope, inspired hearts during  

Christ’s three-year ministry and crescendos in spreading waves, two 

millenniums after His ascension.   

Worshipped by millions, His life revolutionized world history!   

Once a human heart, saturated in evil, surrenders to God’s power, 

a miraculous modification takes place.  Beyond cosmetic external 

adjustment, the inner person is recreated in the image of Christ. 
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Photo courtesy of Dr. Don Moran 

Kato Ragoso, courageous Christian leader, risked his life  
to rescue sailors and airmen from Pacific waters while  

WW II raged.  He is pictured here during a 1936 California visit 
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Walking in the footsteps of the Lord, a character blemished and 

burdened with self-serving, cunning and greed, is rebuilt by a 

dynamic spiritual power radiating love, forgiveness and inner peace. 

 The Bible describes this miracle as a “new birth.” 

The mystery of Godliness is beyond human comprehension.   

An elementary school child is introduced to mathematics by a 

simple 1 + 1 = 2, and is not overwhelmed by college level 

trigonometry.  Rather than Shakespeare, the spelling of “c-a-t” starts 

the road to reading and rich literature. 

Getting acquainted with God and learning to walk in His 

footsteps involves a spiritually maturing experience.  Character 

building is a lifetime project.  The occasional good deed or misdeed is 

not the test but the direction taken. 

You make the choice, God provides the power. You and God are 

the church.  The choice is personal, unrelated to any other person or 

organization.   

 Once looking to the Lord and headed in the right direction, any 

shortfall will be covered by God’s grace and Christ’s perfection.  

Remember the thief on the cross who found faith during the last 

moments of what had been an erring life. 

Something more than charismatic attraction inspired Bible 

champions of faith like Noah, Abraham, Daniel, Moses, Peter, James 

and John, to put their lives on the line in commitment to God. 

 They understood that any person, allied with the Creator, 

constitutes a majority with unlimited access to abundant living.  

These, and thousands like them, before and since, by faith reached 

out to the Lord God Almighty for guidance and the spiritual power 

to follow His directions.  Together, these champions of faith 

compose a royal line of faithful believers who have walked the earth, 

honoring their Creator, at all times in history. 
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Twice-wounded, unarmed World War II medic, 
Cpl. Desmond T. Doss, was awarded the Congressional Medal 

of Honor for courage above and beyond the call of duty. 

Internet - My Hero 
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God exposed Saul of Tarsus to the light of truth causing a 

revolution in the man’s heart.  Saul, the persecutor embraced that 

power, and took on a miraculous new identity as Paul the Apostle.   

Polycarp, 2nd century Bishop of Smyrna, like Paul, suffered a 

martyr’s death because he refused to deny Jesus and worship the 

Roman Caesar as God! 

During World War II’s raging fury when sixty million human lives 

were snuffed out, Christian men and women of faith, stood tall, even 

under assault!  Heroes like South Sea Islander chief, Kato Ragoso, 

Cpl. Desmond Doss, and John Weidner put their own lives on the 

line, saving lives for humanity’s greater good. 

Kato Ragoso, raised in a culture accustomed to vengeance killing, 

defied a heritage of pagan traditions, embraced Christianity and 

dedicated his considerable talents to preaching the truth about God. 

Visitors to a 1936 church convention in San Francisco, were 

treated to the gentle voice and dignified demeanor of this Christian 

gentleman, a mere generation removed from a culture of violence. 

Facing death each day, Kato organized his countrymen in life-

saving missions. Without pay or fame, his team of unsung heroes,  
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patrolled Pacific waters, using a locally crafted fleet of canoes to 

rescue hundreds of Allied airmen and sailors from capture or 

drowning---including future U.S. President, John F. Kennedy! 

More than coincidence, this series of life-saving acts was inspired 

by a brilliant and courageous leader that Darwin might have seen as 

fitting his conjecture image of a “savage.” It wasn’t Western Europe’s 

elite culture that miraculously transformed Ragoso’s life into 

righteousness, but the Christian faith that powered his soul. 

When Desmond T. Doss, a humble Christian from the American 

south, served the United States Army as an unarmed medic during 

World War II, he took his faith with him, kneeling to pray bunk side 

in Army barracks, before retiring, despite the taunts of others.   

The derision disappeared once the 77th division launched into the 

Battle of Okinawa and encountered “a heavy concentration of 

artillery, mortar and machinegun fire” on “hacksaw-ridge.” 

The only medic available to a 155-man company, the twice-

wounded Doss, was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for 

“courage above and beyond the call of duty”for repeatedly exposing 

himself to the withering barrage sweeping the Maeda Escarpment 

and single-handedly rescuing more than 70 wounded soldiers. 

 Thanks to John Henry Weidner, another devout Christian, born in 

France of Dutch parents, more than 1,000 men and women avoided 

capture by the Nazis thanks to the “Dutch-Paris” underground 

organized and fearlessly led by John and his sister, Gabrielle.  

John, a master of disguise, was arrested by enemy occupiers more 

than once but always managed to escape.  As for Gabrielle, the Nazis 

stormed a Paris church in the midst of a worship service, and 

unceremoniously whisked her away to a concentration camp where 

she died before the war’s end.   

After World War II’s blood bath ended, France, Great Britain, 

Holland and the United States recognized John’s selfless courage by 
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awarding him a variety of medals including the Croix de Guerre, the 

Dutch Order of Orange Nassau and the Order of the British Empire.  

Every person recognizes his or her own self-centered shortfalls. 

Without reaching out to voluntarily connect to the power that  

built the universe and created life, evil’s muck and mire won’t 

relinquish its grip on even the strongest willed person.   

But once faith reaches out to embrace God’s promises, life will 

reverse course.    

Even the crucified thief, enduring his final moments of life on a 

cross next to Christ, accepted the gift of Christ’s perfection blotting 

out his lifetime of evil in exchange for the promise of life eternal. No 

matter the record of evil, the Creator can recreate the human heart, a 

life-changing miracle happening every day.    
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More than 1,000 men and women avoided capture by the Nazis  
during World War II, thanks to the “Dutch-Paris” underground  

organized by John Henry Weidner and his sister, Gabrielle.   
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No human is exempt from accepting this ultimate power trip. 

More than the miracle of transforming power, the God of the 

universe exemplifies ultimate love, a love so incomprehensible that 

He offered His own Son to demonstrate love in action.   

 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 16 

With Planet Earth occupying a mere miniscule blip on the cosmic 

landscape, human beings have been reminded of their pedestal status 

since not even a sparrow “…is forgotten by God.” 17 

Recognition of true science leads to reverently bowing knees to its 

Author, the Creator of all things.   

“You alone are the Lord.  You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, 

and all their starry hosts, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in 

them.  You give life to everything...” 18  

That same, incomprehensible power redirects human life.   

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding;; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths 

straight.” 19   

The presence of those who walk the “straight paths” and 

“acknowledge Him” will brighten the world.  “The power of one is 

exponential when linked to the power of The One.” 20 

 “You are not an accident.  Your parents may not have planned you but God 

did.  He wanted you alive and created you for a purpose…You were made by 

God and for God, and until you understand that, life will never make sense.   

“Only in God do we discover our origin, our identity, our meaning, our 

purpose, our significance, and our destiny.” 21   

Every person is vested with the power to reason and to choose a 

forever destiny.  Your choice is a life or death decision!  
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